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The secondary 
research
Then the research process started with 
secondary research being the first. 
Everything about candles were research 
from various websites and this information 
were collected. 

For  this project we 
were gather  
a  complete  
k n o w l e d g e  

about  one  single  thing  and  make  
that  accessible  for  the public  in  
the  form  of  either  a  book  or an 
independent  magazine.  The chosen 
object is a candle. 

Brainstorming
This is the brainstorming that was done to 
pin point everything on candles. 
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The primary 
research
For this part, I made a survey and conducted 
interviews with chandles to gain more 
insight and information on the topic. 

The survey questions
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Analysis of the 
interviews
The Sabal Collection
He is a new chandler who just started to 
make candle last year and is very passionate 
about non-toxic and vegan candles. He 
started to make candles because of the 
pandemic but nevertheless, he has made 
his small business quite successful with 
his 100% non-toxic and vegan candles. He 
uses essential oils and coconut and soy 
blend wax which are eco-friendly and also 
is animal cruelty-free. He tries to promote 
good health with his sustainable candles 
and also informs the public on how big 
companies con them into buying low-quality 
products for low prices. 

BreeAnna Morrison-Hayden
She is a mother of two children: a 17-year-
old daughter and an 11-year-old son. Her 
daughter wanted to be a chandler and 
as a supportive mother, she bought the 
ingredients and materials and helped her 
get her business started out but in the end, 
the daughter gave up and BreeAnna became 

The interview questions

Hi, I’m Dhanesha and I’m currently making a university 
project about ‘everything about one thing’. The one I 
choose is candle, and I would like to know more about 
the candle making process. I would like to conduct a 
short interview with you if you accept, the interview will 
be conducted via messages itself. 

First of all, can I have a little bit of demographic 
information on you like your your full name and where 
you are from?

Can you tell me how you started to make candles?

For how many years are you in the candle making 
industry right now?

Can you explain a bit on the candle making process, what 
are the tools you use, the steps taken and how much 
time does it take to make one candle?

Right now, how does the pandemic impact on your 
business?

Lastly as a candle maker, why do you enjoy candles?
Thank you for your time, it was a pleasure interviewing 
you, if I have any questions later on, may I contact you 
again?

The people interviewed
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full in charge of the business. Fortunately 
for her, her little son helped her a lot in 
the candle making process as well as the 
packing and selling process. Together they 
make the best duo and have found love in 
being a chandler as this gives her a chance 
to interact more with people and be more 
empathic. 
Hope Hacking
She is an intuitive artist who just started to 
make intention candles that are laced with 
good intention. She makes mostly custom 
made candles with specific intentions to 
help the customer. As a pagan, she practices 
candle spirituality and connects a lot with the 
art or candle she makes. She is someone who 
is also willing to help others and because of 
her empathic abilities, can understand the 
pain of people and want to heal them. she 
is very in tune with pagan traditions and 
customs and has candle scents for every 
pagan holiday. For her being a chandler is 
a way of helping people and staying in tune 
with nature and her feminine side. 

Dreaming the bee
She has been a chandler for 3 years now 
and uses only beeswax to make the candles. 
The reason for this is because she believes 
in the Christian and pagan lore that bees 
are magical creatures that can pass through 
worlds and their beeswax contain magic 
that is essential for prayers and rituals. She 
practices both paganism and Christianity 
as her ancestors were pagans, but she was 
brought up a Christian. Being true to her 
pagan self, she uses only organic and self-
harvested materials for her candles. She 
identifies herself as a sacred beekeeper 
and is devoted to protecting them and be 
in their service. The bees have taught her 
perseverance and patience which has 
helped her a lot in life, and in return, she is 
willing to sacrifice anything to protect them. 
Lighting a beeswax candle makes her feel 
close to her paganism roots.

When low tide
She is the head of a non-profit organisation 
that helps in cleaning beaches, the ocean 
and spreading awareness about coastal 
erosion and marine pollution. She started 
making candles last year when she heard 

that students were making candles in 
upcycling containers. All her candles are in 
containers found on the beach and they all 
have a marine life aesthetic a hidden sea 
glass inside of them. she is very devoted 
to protecting the ocean and is often do not 
sleep to care for the marine creatures. Being 
an environmentalist, she uses only soy way 
and sustainable ways to make her candles. 
A part of the funds she receives from her 
candles goes to saving marine life.

When analysing each 
one’s answers, I saw 
that they each have 

their own different way of making candles 
and why they make candles. It is the same 
craft but the process and their thoughts are 
very different. I  decided to make a little 
concept art and characterise their unique 
values into one picture to represent their 
uniqueness. I took a fantasy approach as I 
find that fantasy is a way to express their 
uniqueness better and I wanted to portray 
them and the creators, so I wanted to add 
a touch of magic that would make them 
special. 
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The characters
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Book making
The first step was to get to know more 
about layout and typography. In the limited 
time that I had, I was able to read these four 
books:
1.	 Making and Breaking the Grid, 
Second Edition, Updated and Expanded: 
A Graphic Design Layout Workshop by 
Timothy Samara
2.	 Thinking with type by Ellen Lupton
3.	 Detail in typography: letters, 
letterspacing, words, word spacing, lines, 
linespacing, columns by Jost Hochuli. 
4.	 Graphic Design: The New Basics: 
Second Edition, Revised and Expanded by 
Ellen Lupton
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After reading all these four books, I have 
found things that I already knew and things 
that I did not. I think now when choosing a 
typeface for my works, I will be able to judge 
which one is more appropriate and try to 
decide and layouts. This knowledge comes in 
handy for the EAOT as typography and layout 
of the book is the most important thing. 

For the EAOT, I have decided to design it in a 
book format instead of a magazine as I found 
that this would be the best way to convey my 
data and my illustrations. 

I have found some layout inspirations from 
cook books and children’s illustration books. 
Those have a nice aesthetic and can be used 
to convey the data clearly in a simple way. 

The layout sketch.

The contents of the book
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Candle creations

This sketch is very brief and contains only 
the main points of the candles so that I 
don’t have to refer to the Ms word again and 
again. I picked out all the people who choose 
liturgical candles (1), votive candle (1), pillar 
candle(2), and tealight candle(3). I tried to 
take all the different types of wax and wick 
also. lastly to refine the total to only 20, I 
choose the most interesting scents and 
hobby.

Before making the candles, I researched 
for references for 4 different jar candles 
and one of each the other category. The jar 
candles were the majority and I thought that 
it would be boring to use the same candle 
everywhere. At first, I wanted to characterise 
the candles, but this would take much more 
time than making ‘my own scented candle’ 
based on the participant’s responses. I think 
this still represents what I wanted to portray 
but in a different manner.

These are the final candle illustrations, 
everything is personalised, the candle type, 
wax preference, wick preference, colour 
and fragrances. It was a bit hard to find how 
to represent the scents, so I added a wash 
background to represent the smell, and then 
added little illustrations of the fragrance 
which consist of the participant’s hobby and 
a favourite scented candle. 
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Making of the 
cover
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The final cover design with 
explanations


