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For this brief we 
were asked 
to design a 
photo novel 

that experiments with the genre’s 
narrative techniques tropes to tell 
a story  ‘inspired  by’ and starring 
an outsider.

Research
Mood board

This is the first mood board where I did 
some research on satire and how I can use 
the various elements correctly to make my 
story successful. 
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Inspiration

I recalled some of the authors that make 
very satirical stories, and they are:
	 Molie ̀re, a French playwright
	 Shakespeare, an English playwrights
	 Jane Austen, an author
	 Lewis Carrol, the author of Alice in 
Wonderland
Time periods

This is another research mind map on the 
different time periods.
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Tropes
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Based on this research about the trope, the 
time period and environment, I proceeded to 
write my story.

 
The story revolves around the melodramatic situation of the 
main character. He sees the female protagonist for the first 
time in a social event and immediately falls in love with her. 
This refers a bit to Shakespear famous play: ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
where the male protagonist falls in love with Juliet at first sight. 
This seems to be common long ago, to fall in love just because 
someone is charming in appearance. The story progress in 
a melancholy yet comical way with the main character who 
seeks refuge with his friend, the priest. The priest suggest 
that drinking cures all sickness and melancholies and while 
being drunk, talked about how death and marriage are quite 
similar. The main character being drunk and in despair, found 
remedy in his words and got the idea of killing the woman 
to preserve his love. This alludes to kill of passion but in a 
more comical way while portraying the madness of the main 
character. Then enters the main character’s butler who is 
scarred and do not understand the situation and concludes 
that his master is possessed by the devil. Mental illness was 
perceived as a possession by evil spirits at that time. So, 
naturally, the butler went to see the priest, who is also the main 
character’s friend and tells him of his thoughts concerning his 
master. The priest being a non-believer, finds this situation 
ridicule and worries that because he gave this idea to the 
main character, he may lose his luxurious living standards 
decided to help the butler heartfully. They went to the lady’s 
house to try to talk to her and come up with a story that will 
appease the lady of not filling a complaint against the main 
character. but to their utter disbelief, they find that the lady, 
being naïve and stupid, fell in love with the main character.
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Colour Research

As the brief limits us to use only one colour 
for the photo novel, thus making the book 
a monochromatic piece. Having my story 
in mind and as I am developing the scenes, 
I find that it is very humorous in many 
aspects. Some issues may be controversial 
and others just simply comical and I find that 
black and white will suit the mood well and 
convey the humorous and dramatic scenes 
better than any tint. White is often associated 
with purity, cleanliness and perfection. 
Black is the colour of power, elegance and 
mystery. It can also be associated with fear 
and unknowing.

Research on usage of Black and 
White

Black and white are often use to remove 
‘distractions’ and allows the viewer to 
understand the picture better. Both black 
and white evoke different kind of emotions 
depending on the intensity of the colour. 
This is why black, and white are used to 
convey dramatic stories that can capture 

the emotion portrayed. 

Black and white images can be used to 
portray another world, portray something 
that we know in black, and white makes it 
look foreign and not of this time. It is also 
associate with timeless, romantic, drama 
and nostalgy. Black and white is often used 
to portray the past as it was here before 
colour was invented. The contrast of the 
shadows and highlights can add drama to 
a picture. The aesthetic of black and white 
also represent elegance and an air of 
authenticity.

These are the reason why I have decided to 
choose black and white as my monochromatic 
colour instead of any other hues. The other 
colour would ruin the atmosphere of the 
story and confuse the readers as to what is 
happening. Blues and yellows can be very 
calming and joyous but can also be very 
disturbing and melancholic. Colours have a 
mysterious power that evokes personal and 
psychological reactions.
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Photography

The bubbles

The storyboard
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The cover
Idea generating

These are the first initial sketches I made 
to find an idea on how to design the cover. I 
have mostly taken inspiration from Disney’s 
Mulan poster, with the blade reflection. Bur 
for me I wanted to show the normal face of 
the main character and then the reflection is 
his sadist side. There are many ways I tried 
to use this, the first is using the knives and 
I found a better one using the lady’s mirror.
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Cover trial 1

This is the first idea for the cover. There are 
2 facets of the main character; one is his 
usual normal self and the second one, his 
sadistic self where he phases into his crazy 
self. There is also the symbolic gift box, 
which the story revolves around.

The font for the title is my own handwriting 
with 2 different brushes. I wanted to write 
the KILL in red bold and have jaggy lines to 
portray its insanity. As for the MAY I MARRY 
YOU, it’s in a cursive handwritten font as 
the story is a comedy love story in the 18th 
century. The cursive style represents the 
love atmosphere and also the old times.

Cover trial 2 – trying to incorporate 
the lady.
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Cover trial 3 – incorporate the lady 
assets.

Cover trial 4 - trying the broken mir-
ror effect to show Hysterian’s 2nd 
personality.
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Final cover design

Emphasis on the ribbons of the box because 
of its sadistic contents. The shards of glass 
also have a red highlight to show the crazy 
part. I choose red because red represents 
passion, love and murder and in this story, 
these are the main characteristics.


